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save at the annual feast which coincides with the great feast
of the Moslems. With the Nuseirfyeh, on the other hand^
the vast majority of males are initiated at the age of eigh-
teen/ while women5 who are supposed to be without souls,
are not admitted to any share in the religious mysteries.
In their prayers the men go through prostrations similar to
those of the Moslems, but unlike these they pray only in
secret, at any rate not before members of other sects. At
the ceremony of initiation wine is used, as it is also at the
annual feast of the quddas', which is the ordinary word for
the Christian mass. Whether the Nuseirfyeh borrowed this
use of wine from Christian sources or whether it is the
survival of older heathen practices is not clear. Some in-
fluence of Christianity is indicated by the observance of
Christmas. At the feast of the quddas a bowl of wine, the
symbol of light, is placed before the imam, who, after a ser-
vice of reading, presents a cupful to each initiate present.
At the initiation of the Nuseirfyeh, the novice is threat-
ened with the meanest form of reincarnation if he betray
the secrets. The doctrine of the transmigration of souls
is held both by the Druses and by the Nuseirfyeh, but with
a difference. According to strict Druse doctrine, metem-
psychosis operates only from one human body to another,
though some of the ignorant believe in reincarnation in lower
forms. The learned teach that all human souls were created
at once, and, as the number never changes, the death of one
person involves the birth of another. Character determines
whether the soul shall pass to a higher or to a lower human
form. But with the Nuseirfyeh the present life determines
whether the next incarnation shall be in a higher human form
or in some animal form. Both Druses and Nuseirlyeh seem
to be less secret about this matter than they are regarding
their other beliefs. The Druses relate amusing stories, in-
volving memories of former incarnations, as that of a small
boy who went to call on his former wife, finding his children
grown up and inclined to be patronising to their little papa.
A religious sheikh of the Nuseirfyeh gave a full account of
1 According to Rev. S. Lyde, In "The Asian Mystery" (1860), aU
males are Initiated at eighteen.

